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Interim Minister’s Report
I have said time and time again – I hate annual reports that give you facts and figures
alone – there is more in life than numbers and percentages – there is a STORY to be told.
Such is the case for MCCC and our together in 2007. I could give you my view of MCCC in
2007…I could thank all those who helped us paint our new home in Hiram…all the people
who have helped us with the move….I could tell you how desperate we are to sell a house
at 1566 Kew Road in Cleveland Heights (broken in November and again in December).
None of the above…just another story from your interim pastor.
You know the phrase “the more things change, the more they stay the same.” The
author of that phrase is Alphones Karr. It first appeared in his 1849 work, Les Guepes (I
haven’t a clue to this French word). Monsieur Karr, I assume, was declaring that despite
some startling shifts, life still putters along pretty much as usual. But in point of fact, as
some of the recent news headlines demonstrate, life can take some pretty startling shifts.
Consider: this time next year the President of the United States could be a woman,
an African-American, a Mormon, a Baptist preacher, a Jewish billionaire (if he decides to
run as a third-party candidate) or the oldest person ever elected to the office.
This time next year MCCC will be settling in with a permanent pastor who could be
___________________(You fill in the blank). I pray that what all we have done especially
in this interim period will be a foundation piece for a new and exciting time in the life of
a very, very good congregation.
Isaac Watts’ great hymn, O God Our Help in Ages Past (based on Psalm 90) makes the
melancholy – albeit realistic – statement that….
Time, like an ever rolling stream,
Soon bears us all away.
We fly forgotten as a dream
Dies at the opening day.
If it were not for God, every life on earth would be finite, transitory, and
meaningless. But yet, it is God who endows our being with meaning; whenever the world
is changed for the better, it is because of the purposes of God. The world really does
change. Once in awhile – by God’s grace – it even changes for the better.
My very best to you – MCCC – and your new pastor – in 2008!
Houston Bowers,
Interim Pastor
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The Church Board
From the board’s perspective, 2007 would most appropriately be described as the
year of planning, dreaming and excitement. This wonderful congregation supported a
text book approach to redefining ourselves and now we stand on the edge of achieving
beyond text book results. The board of Mantua Center Christian Church started the year
by establishing key deliverables for each committee along with a list of things we hoped
to accomplish as a group for 2007.
Those items were:
1. Clearly articulated congregational Statement of Calling & Ministry Plan.
2. Attract more people to help those who are working so hard to keep the church
functioning.
3. Be more attentive to our elders and sick that are no longer able to get to church.
4. Establish a good, solid beginning process for how to search for a permanent
minister.
5. 80% participation or better in the process of developing a mission/vision for the
church.
6. Average Sunday attendance of 85. (We averaged 91 throughout 2007)
7. Receipts matching budgeted needs. (Receipts exceeded budgeted needs!)
8. Increase church membership at least 5 new members. (We added 17 new members
in 2007)
9. Establish viable church web site.
10. Meet purchase goal for Chalice Hymnal.
11. Comprehensive survey of congregation, to ensure credibility of our Statement of
Calling.
12. Clearly articulate what kind of pastor we need to realize our vision.
13. Increase congregational participation in church governance, evidenced by more
members willing to serve on committees and leadership positions.
14. Maintain or grow church attendance by 5% net.
15. Work toward hiring a pastor for sometime in 2008. A good people person
16. Continue healing post Roger Mize
17. Set the stage for new ministries while continuing to support the established ones
I leave the quality of performance on these items up to each individual within the
congregation. It is very rewarding to look back on a year and see the results of the power
of great people practicing the teachings of Jesus Christ.
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The Church Board – continued
The three most notable accomplishments of the Minister, the leadership and the
congregation of Mantua Center Christian Church from my perspective were:


The continued healing and excitement generated by Houston who is expertly
serving his role as interim minister. There is varied speculation on his ability to
perform at the same high level as a member of the congregation, but we will just
have to wait and see if he can pull it off…



The development of a Ministry Plan, Statement of Calling, Congregational Profile in
preparation for kicking off a pastoral search. The development of the Go Fourth
team to lead the minister search. And the patience of the congregation through
completing multiple “fun and exciting” surveys…



The establishment and progress of many new outreach initiatives along with the
growth of many existing outreach activities. The development of SMILE, Loaves &
Fishes across the World (I made up that name), Ellie’s quilt mission, the youth New
Orleans mission trip and the birth of the Adult New Orleans trip were each sparked
by a member of the congregation with a passion and then embraced by other
congregants excited about helping to put God’s word into action. The phenomenal
work of OWM who quietly went about earning and then donating over $6,000 to
fuel outreach initiatives in the community. Finally the growth of Shadow
Woodstock to 800 participants and giving $100,000 to thirteen new charitable
initiatives. All of this for a little farm church on the outskirts of nowhere…

Now the torch of board leadership passes to the capable hands of Brian Hurd who is a
great match for the needs of our ministry plan. Yes. OUR MINISTRY PLAN I would like to
thank each and every person who struggled, supported, gave, forgave, hurt, rejoiced,
sweated, laughed, studied, challenged, changed and most of all, LOVED throughout the
year in the name of Jesus Christ and Mantua Center Christian Church.

Respectfully Submitted
Jay Schabel
Board Chairman 2007
Mantua Center Christian Church
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Christian Education
This past year the following gifted and talented people were at the helm of our
Sunday school Classes:
Pre-school – 2nd grade
3rd – 5th grade
Junior High
Senior High
Life 101
Campbell Class
“The Little Rascals”

Beth Schabel & Paul Magyarics
Tom Gerez
Carol Magyarics
Brian Hurd, Rick Painley & Christina Weldy
Carol Srajer & Joan Siman
Len Malotte & helpers
Janet Nichols, Evonne & Ken Fox

In February, Rev. Houston Bowers conducted a new member’s class, and in June this
wonderful group of young people and adults were accepted into membership and baptized
down at the river at Mantua Park. (The weather that day was amazing and the rains held
off until after everyone had enjoyed their lunch!)
In August of this year our Education Department teamed up with the Education
Department of Hiram Christian Church. Hiram has for many years presented the Vacation
Bible School program called “Marketplace”. On Sunday morning August 12th we concluded
the VBS program under the big tent with a combined worship service in the Hiram
Christian Church side yard. The service was very well attended (as was the Vacation Bible
schools evening programs) and we look forward to working with Hiram again in the future.
On September 16th we kicked off our Sunday school year by installing our Sunday
school teachers and staff.
On Sunday October 21st we joined with Hiram Christian Church in a CROP walk.
(Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty) The event was very well attended by
both churches…the weather was sunny, breezy and warm; a very enjoyable fall day!
The Education Department has been busy…and we are looking forward to the coming
year.
Respectfully submitted,
Evonne Fox
Education Chair
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Clerk Report
Additions
Transfer of Membership
Susan Hurd
Marguerite Motter
Diane Johnson
Cathy Stanton

Losses
Ruth Hammel
Denny Fedor

Confession of Faith
Gregory Fink
Baptism
Misty Stewart
Steve Brown
Kevin Brown
Jaimy Brown
Joan Siman
Travis Hamlin
Andrew Magyarics
Danielle Magyarics
Lauren Painley
Allison Hurd
Paige Collins
Sam Roubic
Stephen Alger
Jeannie Alger
Devin Dressler
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Library
The library has added a new line of books this year; resource aides for elders and
leaders of worship that are contained on a separate shelf marked WORSHIP. As more of
these types of books become available, they will be added. A thank you to Houston and
others who help choose these books.
After our Good Friday prayer vigil last year, several persons mentioned books that
were available for reading during the vigil. Several of these books have been added to the
library: Living by the Word, (Meditations from The Christian Century), Between Two
Gardens (From Eden to Gethsemane), by Jane Rubietta and Sources of Strength by Jimmy
Carter. The Westminster Collection of Christian Meditations containing meditations by
many persons familiar to us was added to our collection.
Steve Hurd presented the library with a copy of American Gospel by Jon Meacham.
Our presidents and the religion they practiced and the affect this had on their
presidencies.
Added to the youth library were: Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson, Tears of
a Tiger by Sharon M. Draper, The Boy Who Saved Baseball by John H. Ritter, Nothing But
the Truth and Blue Heron both by Avi, Eragon by Christopher Paolini, The Sea of Trolls by
Nancy Farmer, Artemis Fowl (The Lost Colony), by Eoin Colfer, and The Giver by Lois
Lowry. In the adult library, but for young adults also is A Northern Light by Jennifer
Donnelly. This book won the Prinz Award for young adults. Most of the books mentioned
above have been awarded the Newbery Award, or the Newbery Honor Award.
Some books are in the Adult room upstairs; include The Secret Life of Bees and When
the Heart Waits by Sue Monk Kidd, Heaven, Editor Roger Ferlo, a collection of meditations
about heaven, and The Door Within by Wayne Thomas Batson.
Where God Was Born by Bruce Feiler; the author describes the lands where religion
began, or as the author says where God was born.
We continue to plead for books to be returned so others may enjoy them. The Boy
Who Saved Baseball and Walk Two Moons were not signed out but have been taken. Other
books are just very, very late.
Respectfully submitted
Pat Magyarics
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Membership Committee
The Membership Committee did not break any new ground on activities in 2007, but
with the new Statement of Calling and Ministry Plan in place, there are several initiatives
we hope to undertake in the year to come.
As always, we make an effort to reach out to visitors who join us for worship on
Sunday mornings. If we are able to obtain an address, they receive a letter of welcome, a
(somewhat outdated) MCCC brochure, and brochure on The Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ). While we make a strong effort to greet and follow up with visitors, there is always
room for improvement and it will be a special focus of this group in the future.
As a committee, we sponsored several events this year:
 In June, we bid a sad farewell to the Weldy family as they moved to the Toledo area
for David’s new position on the faculty of the Medical College of Ohio. We were truly
blessed to have David, Ann, Steve, John, and Christina as part of our congregation for
so many years. Not only did the entire family graciously share their many talents at
MCCC, but they were also involved with the community in so many ways. We said
good-bye after worship with a few tokens of our appreciation – a memory book signed
by members of the congregation, photos of Mantua Center, and a Chalice Hymnal.
They are greatly missed . . .
 In July, Tom Gerez organized our annual golf outing on a beautiful Sunday afternoon.
A good time was had by the 10 players that took part, but no one was willing to share
stories about their exploits on the links. Apparently it’s like being in Las Vegas –
whatever happens on the golf course, stays on the golf course.
 In September, the Alger family again hosted the Baseball with the Babes game. Over
80 people enjoyed a sunny fall day with a picnic and great fellowship. The Babes and
their families say they enjoy playing in this game every fall – we’re not sure if it’s
because of the good food, the good fellowship, or because they tend to beat the
church team each year.
 The Derthick’s hosted another great Hayride this year, with the added attraction of
the corn maze. It was a big crowd, a beautiful October evening under the stars, and
everyone had a great time.
 Jay and Beth Schabel opened their lovely new “addition” for the annual Christmas
Party in December.
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Outreach
During 2007, special offering campaigns were held for Easter, Thanksgiving,
Christmas, and the Week of Compassion. Total contributions from the congregation were
$3,098.
A highlight of the year was a visit by Week of Compassion Associate Director Amy
Gopp, who conducted a worship service followed by a special presentation on the work of
Week of Compassion. Her enthusiasm was an inspiration to all who attended, and helped
us to better understand the importance of our contributions.
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OWM (Ohio Women’s Ministries)
As always we have had a busy year. Although we don’t have regular meetings we
seem to continue to get everything done. Most of all we are able to support all the
different charity goals we have. This year we have helped where needed as the year went
along instead of waiting for December to give to the different groups. The year started
off with the donation to Crestwood Schools and the purchase of flags to warn drivers that
there were children waiting for a bus. We donated to the UN Seminar, the first New
Orleans mission trip our young people took, (we also contributed toward the second
mission trip 24 adults will take in Feb. ), to the Cann Converse Scholarship Fund, and to
Shadow Woodstock, Megan Brant Scholarship Fund. (Financial details in the treasurer
report)
Damaris Peters Pike came in May to present “Off to Never NeverLand with Mary
Martin and in December to present “Qua Sera Sera: Doris Day Remembers. Both we
amazing evenings and attended well. At the December meeting we also had a Thank You
dinner for all our ladies that work so hard all year to earn the monies that we give away
throughout the year. Ellie Monroe (and a few helpers) spent many hours sorting through
the donated items for the Rummage Sale in July. It seems to be a lot of work and maybe
not enough profit for the work involved. We have tried changing the time of year that we
do this and so far there hasn’t been as much success as we would like. We’ll need to take
another look at this project to see if we will continue to have it.
This year Pat Magyarics decided that it was time for someone else to take over the
Funeral dinners that we prepare for our families during this hard time. Standing in the
wings to take over was Sue Wright, who knew that this was the job for her. We are so
blessed, first by Pat, a job more than well done and now by Sue, who were lead us well I
am sure.
Shadow Woodstock and the Christmas Bazaar both take a lot of time, baking, making
of soup and working the booths. We continue to be Blessed, in that our ladies do us proud
with the food and working these long days. Thanks to Joan Simans’ efforts we have new
aprons to wear that show that we are OWM and that we are from MCCC. We will wear
these proudly and do a little advertising as well. At the end of the year it was time to
elect a new leader. This year Jaimy Brown stepped up and was accepted by all as the
leader for next year.
Submitted by,
Carol Srajer, Leader
1. This year we got into full swing with our Prayer Shawls thanks to Janet Nichols who
also took the time to teach anyone who wanted to learn. We now have several on
hand to be given out as needed...Again, thank you ladies.

Mantua Center Christian Church

Page 11

Annual Report 2007
OWM – continued
2. Thanks to Ruth Ann Ruehr the Over-the-Hill-Gang dinners were a great success
again this year. She is a great leader and everyone is so willing to help. This
really is our biggest money maker and Ruth Anne sees to it that we make as much
as we can.

Beginning Balance - January 1, 2007
Camp Christian
4-C's
Church Finance Council
Safer Future's
Quadrennial Fund
Week of Compassion
Cleveland Christian Home
Heifer International
School Safety Flags
Cann, Converse, Converse Scholarship Fund
David Gonczy check for Becky Gonzcy money for quadrennial account
U. N. Seminar
Damaris Peters Pike Program May 2007
Tickets Sold
Refreshments
Shadow Woodstock
Supplies for Shadow Woodstock
Donation to Shadow Woodstock
Fedor Funeral
Hammel Funeral
OWM aprons
Katrina Trip
Karla Collins - flowers for church
Flea Market
Supplies/rent for Flea Market
Garden Club Holiday Bazaar
Supplies/rent for Garden Club Bazaar
Over The Hill Gang Meals
Supplies/food for OTHG
Caterer for Christmas Meal
Charge for meal
Damaris Peters Pike Program Christmas Program 2007
Miscellaneous

$

$

5,403.10

740.00

$

402.40

400.25

$

537.09

$

2,043.00

$

1,250.00

250.00
350.00

$

65.00

$
$

42.79
359.61

$
$
$

178.75
250.00
150.00

$

70.00

$

165.59

$

344.00

$
$

550.00
350.00

$

7,675.74

$

3,825.93

75.83

$ 11,501.67
Ending Balance as of December 31, 2007

$
$

50.00
100.00

$

$

200.00
1,000.00
500.00
200.00
500.00
700.00
500.00
250.00
200.00
500.00

500.00

$

$
$

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

NOTE: We divide up the monies we have in our account in December each year - this year the money
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MCCC 2007
STEWARDSHIP AND TREASURERS REPORT
YEAR-END SNAPSHOT
General Fund Balance On Hand January 1, 2007

$

11,613.58

General Fund Ending Balance December 31, 2007

$

27,433.13

Certificates of Deposit Balance December 31, 2007

$

75,436.00

Total Available Funds Balance December 31, 2007

$

102,869.13

Receipts For 2007
Pledges
Offering
Misc
Checking Interest
Reimbursed Expenses
Special Offerings
Parsonage
Sunday School Offerring
Memorial Offerings
C4 Group Projects

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Disbursements for 2007
Budget Related Disbursements
Reimbursed Expense Disbursements

$ 101,982.00
$
14,796.35

Special Offerings
X-mas
Week of Compassion
Easter
Loaves & Fishes
Thanksgiving

864.00
1399.00
400.00
10.00
425.00

76,700.00
26,204.50
4,132.26
71.03
10,557.11
3,098.00
9,350.00
285.00
1,375.00
825.00

Unusual Disbursements
General Assembly Expenses
Katrina Trip
Organ & Candleabra Repair
Parsonage Repairs

Budget Performance for 2007 (See attachment)
Receipts to General Fund

$

103,190

Budgetary disbursements

$

102,001

Spending under/(over) budget

$

1,189

Budget amount submitted

$

117,741

Pledges received for 2008 Budget

$

90,810

2391.05
700.00
1306.00
2158.45

Budget Summary 2008 (See Attachment)

% of Pledges to Total Budget

77%

Activities Planned For 2008
-Start reporting CD balances.
-Stewardship campaign
-Record and track minister search expenses separately
-Track and report progress on a sabattical committee.
-Coordinate the needs of the church for Vision/Mission with the stewardship and finance activities
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Trustees Report
Not all of our original goals for 2007 have been accomplished. These were the first
three items on the following list:



The light for the south parking lot has been removed from its old location, but it has
not yet been reinstalled.



The old children’s classroom has been refurbished, new electrical outlets were
installed and a freezer is now in place.



The men’s restroom in the sanctuary building has been refurbished. A small water
heater was installed and hot water is now available there and in the adjoining
women’s restroom.





Two new garage door openers were installed in the parsonage.






A key box was constructed and installed in the utility closet.

A water filter for drinking water was installed in the parsonage.
Ravenna Pest Control performed two inspections and follow-up activity to eliminate
some rodents and bees.

An overhead light was repaired at the parsonage.
An exhaust fan was installed in the kitchen.
The timer controlling the outside lights on the education building was replaced with
an electronic unit that will automatically adjust for DST and seasonal changes.

Trustees: Don Baird, Tom Gerez, Randy Alger, and Brian Summerlin
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Worship Committee
Our year was another busy and meaningful year for the worship committee and the
congregation of Mantua Center. We continued to include worship leaders as part of our
regular Sunday morning worship. Special music during the summer months took place
while the choir had some time off.
In February the Four Chaplains ceremony was part of our morning worship service.
We had 125 in attendance. Our Lenten study kicked off at the end of February and was
well attended for the six sessions. The study utilized the movie “Chocolat”. Several of
the participants also took turns leading a session.
Holy Week included the Maundy Thursday service held at Hilltop Church with CYF
United in charge of the service. A Good Friday prayer vigil was held at The Center
allowing time for meaningful meditation and prayer from 6am to 6pm. Our Sunrise
Service included a skit performed by Houston Bowers, Rick and Peggy Painley. A
continental breakfast followed which was prepared by the Education department and
served by our Chi Rho. A traditional Easter service concluded our Holy Week.
On the 27th of May we held our worship service at Buchert Park in Mantua. We
participated in a washing of hands ceremony and witnessed thirteen baptisms in the river
that day. We shared in a picnic lunch following the services.
This year we were able to conclude our project to acquire Chalice Hymnals for
worship. Nancy Humes headed the project and we ordered and received 100 hymnals.
Ellie Monroe did all the calligraphy on the bookplates for the hymnals.
The candelabras were refinished this year giving them a much needed “face lift”. We
also through the assistance of memorial funds from the Hammel family purchased all new
oil-filled candles for the candelabras and communion table candles. No more wax
dripping all over the candelabras!
Our Advent season theme centered on Gifts and each week as part of the Children’s
Moment, they lit the Advent candles. Christmas Eve service revealed the greatest gift of
all – the opening of the biggest box to find Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus. Leanne Painley
and Parker Schabel did a wonderful job as Mary and Joseph.
WOW! What a great year in the life of our congregation!
Laurie Metzko, Chairman
Members: Interim Minister Houston Bowers, Ken and Evonne Fox, Nancy Humes, Sue Hurd,
Diane Kinter, Len Malotte, Janet Nichols and Peggy Painley
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Youth Report
Our large Chi Rho group stayed active in fun and service activities. They continued to
Provide help to congregants by doing yard work, cleaning, moving things or whatever else
needed to be done. They also cleaned the church and set up for Loaves & Fishes meals,
and prepared food for the annual Easter Sunrise breakfast.
The kids participated in a district rally and overnight at the Alliance Christian Church
with over 70 of their friends from camp! They also combined with the Chi Rho kids from
Hiram and Hilltop in a “fun night” at Hiram, and a Crop Walk in the fall.
We sent 9 Chi Rhoers to Camp Christian with 2 adult counselors (Stephen Alger, Paige
Collins, Alison Hurd, Alex Hurd, Philip Hurd, Lauren Painley, Sam Roubic, Alyssa Schabel,
Connor Schabel, Brian Hurd & Rick Painley).
Another highlight was the annual WhirlyBall trip followed by a lock-in at the church.
A great time was had by all. (Mrs. Magyarics is really funny after 3am!).
Teacher/leader Carol Magyarics, helped by Lauren Welch and others, kept this active
group going.
The High School youth had a wonderful year as well. The beginning of the year
focused on planning and fundraising for a mission trip to Louisiana. The CYF United raised
funds at the Kiwanas Spaghetti dinner, and a “Night in New Orleans” dinner with Cajun
food and live music. In June, 13 youth and 5 adults from the 3 churches joined several
other youth and adults from two other churches for our big trip! Our caravan found its way
to deep in the Bayou, where we stayed at a Lutheran Social Services facility. Four work
crews hung drywall, mudded, painted, put down flooring and did electrical and plumbing
work. It was an extremely rewarding experience for us all as we built skills, and more
importantly built an understanding of the joy of serving others. Our evening devotions
and closing worship service helped us to bring into focus the connections we made:
connections with the people of the Bayou, connections with each other, and connections
with living out our faith. We were able to share our experiences with the 3 churches and
community groups who gave us financial support, building excitement that resulted in an
adult group planning a mission trip to New Orleans in 2008. Participants from Mantua
Center were: Tom and Jared Gerez, Brian and Dan Hurd, Rick and Leanne Painley and
Trica Fox.
Several youth and adults attended the State CYF convention in March at Bethany
College. As always we sent kids to CYF conference for a special week of fellowship and
spiritual growth. In June we honored seniors Dan Hurd & Becky Bennett with a timeline of
their lives so far and into the future.
Fun activities included a picnic, a Whirlyball trip and a lock-in.
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Youth Report – continued
We participated in the Crop walk and installed a wheelchair ramp, painted and did
yard work for an elderly Hiram church congregant.
Special Youth Sundays included a service where the kids related skits and songs from
their camp experience. The Maundy Thursday service, called Impressions, showed how
our words and actions can leave impressions or stains on others. Through Jesus’ example
of forgiveness, these stains can be cleansed. Our Peace Sunday, titled The Peacebuilders,
imagined a “Peace Academy” where recruits trained on how to respond to conflict with
peaceful means. As always, our youth provided entertaining and thought-provoking
messages, expressing their faith in their own unique way.

Mantua Center Christian Church

Page 17

Annual Report 2007
Nominations for 2008
Chairperson of the Board (term 2008-2009): Brian Hurd
Vice-Chairperson of the Board (term 2008): Jay Schabel
Secretary to the Board (term 2008): Sue Hurd
Trustee (term 2008 – 2009): Tom Gerez, Brian Summerlin
Clerk (term 2008): Steve Hurd
Treasurer (term 2008 to 2010): Peggy Painley
Historian (term 2008): Dottie Summerlin
Elder (term 2008 – 2010): Norman Alger, Evonne Fox, Lauren Welch, Sue Wright
Diaconate (term 2008/2009):
Bill Alger, Jeannie Alger, Lisa Bennett, Tim Bennett, Cal Brant, Mike Hoskin, Pat Hoskin,
Mike Howard, Alex Hurd, Brian Hurd, Linda Hurd, Philip Hurd, Roger Hurd, Vic Magyarics,
Wayne Meyer, Pat Miller, Rick Painley, Sam Roubic, Alyssa Schabel, George Srajer, Cathy
Stanton, Nancy Tafel, Robin Vaughan, Sammi Vaughan
Junior Diaconate (term 2008):
Devin Dressler, Travis Hamlin, Allison Hurd, Lauren Painley, Conner Schabel
Acolyte (term 2008):
Elizabeth Gerez, Cooper Roubic, Julia Roubic, Conner Schabel, Ellie Schabel, Justin
Vaughan

Submitted by the Nominating Committee:
Brian Hurd, Evonne Fox, Pat Hoskin, and Roger Hurd
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